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STAGE MANAGEMENT. 
To the Editor of the Tuzatricat JouRNAL. 


Srr,—I have just read the letter, under the 
above head, by G. R. Langley, which ap- 
peared in your last issue, and beg leave to 
make a few remarks upon it. As I presume 
the object of Mr. G. R. Langley, in ad- 
dressing it to you, was mainly for the pur- 
pose of engaging discussion, I trust -he will 
take in good part what I may say. 

In the first place, I think some of his re- 
marks are both sceptical and impracticable. 
He complains that in the representation of 
the drama at our theatres he does not “see 
the mirror held up to Nature” (who, I must 
confess, is a very good lady, but whose chaste 
and stilted qualities we are forced at times 
more or less toignore). That isa pity, if he 
thinks so; but he does not tell where’ she is 
wilfully outraged ! Your correspondent also 
complains that “he very often observes the 
private boxes and stage boxes filled with non- 
professional persons, who see what they ought 
not!” Lo! and what is it they do see ! 
“ Actors and actresses standing at the wings, 
waiting to go on, a dirty brick wall, or the 
framework of the chalked canvas scene,” 
quothes your correspondent, which it appears 
is repulsive to him as “not holding the 
mirror up to Nature.” Now, it is only just 
at the extreme sides of the theatre that the 
unnatural objects alluded to by G. R. 
Langley are to be observable ; and one fact 





in particular would seem very stubbornly to 


| set aside the necessity of his observations, 


and that is, that those persons who like 
nothing but Nature, and altogether discard 
her appliances, need not sit in these same 
stage boxes: for certain they sit there of 
their own free will, and not by compulsion. 
I do not for a moment pretend to deny that 
the suggestion thrown out by your corres- 
pondent—that in place of stage-boxes a 
‘kind of proscenium should be built, with 
the figures of Melpomene in basso-relievo” —is 
a good one ; and there is no doubt, if adopted, 
it would be a most decided improvement ; 
but how the figures of the Muses would 
better represent Nature than living Muses 
intent upon the scene before them I do not 
rightly understand. Neither do I see that 
any very practical object would be gained by 
the carrying out of the suggestion, unless it be 
to foist an additional expense upon the 
already heavy liabilities of the manager. 
Further, it is all very well to talk about 
Nature in her intensity, and to complain that 
“ very often in a field scene the bare boards 
of the stage will be seen.” What audience 
would go to the theatre unless Amusement 
was blended with her—(mind, I am not here 
advocating extravagances). I think myself, 
as far as managers are concerned, they are to 
be commended much for their general accu- 
racy in allthey do, G. R. Langley should 
recollect that the modern people of England 
are not like the ancient citizens and plebians 
of Rome and Greece, who, of course, went 
to listen to the didactic eloquence of an 











| 
/ 
| 
‘ 


58 THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 








ZEschylus, a Terence, an Euripides, an 
Aristophanes, or a Sophocles. People of 
this age have become less classic, less 
strait-laced, but I hope nevertheless that 
they have not become less sensible or less 
practical. It is not to be supposed that we 
are to be so strictly natural in theatrical re- 
presentations that the manager should be ex- | 
pected, like Jove, to steal fire from heaven ; 
nor, like Vulcan and the Cyclops, he should 
forge thunderbolts beneath the confines of 
Mount Etna; nor, indeed, that he should be 
compelled to rob Eolus of his precious lungs, 
and so blow a real gale or a hurricane across 
the mimic stage; nor that he should pilfer 
from Thetis the right of her dominion, and 
represent the actual “sea, the open sea.” 
Neither is it to be supposed that we are, as a 
matter of course, to witness the green sward 
and the daisied carpet of the forest or the 
meadow ; nor, indeed, the bloody vegetation 
of a battle-field. These would be as unne- 
cessary as unadvisable. 

Yourcorrespondent’s proposition, that there 
should only be one scene to an act, is simply 
ridiculous ; and I cannot see how such a very 
strict task upon the dramatist’s brain, and the 
audience likewise, would go better to con- 
summate Nature in the playhouse. 

I must, nevertheless, admit that the fanciful 
suggestion of the representation of the clouds 
of Fate in place of the conventional green 
curtain would indeed be an improvement in so 
far as the matter of stage effect is concerned. 
Another suggestion (which, however, is a 
very long way from being new) I must also 
agree with, and that is the abolishing the foot- 
lights. G. R. Langley does not say, how- 
ever, by what they should be superseded. 
I would myself suggest that the light should 
consist solely of that which could be thrown 
from the sides of the stage and above. Mr. 
Charles Kean has shown us how, by aid of 
the electric light, both sun and moon are to 
be almost sublimely represented. 

It is not to be altogether denied, as far as 
the manager is concerned, that “ all the credit 
as to the natural working of the representa- 
tion, and completeness in every department, 
should fall to the manager ;” but G. R. 
Langley goes on to say, “ though a due meed 
of praise should be given to the leading man.” 





But let me ask your correspondent why the 
second-rate actor—nay, the third, fourth, fifth, 
and even sixth-rate actor—should not likewise 
come in for some small share of the credit ; | 
for all go to make up the sum total of perfee- 





tion or success. Montano and Ludovico are 
as necessary for the completion of the play as 
Othello and Iago themselves. Let them, 
then, have some small share of the credit 
which 1 confidently believe to be their due. 
With respect to the proposition that, when 
the manager or leading actor is called forward, 
he should appear upon a platform erected for 
the purpose, I think that such a regulation 
would be simply frivolous ; so also would be 
the restriction as to the encore of a song 
or a dance, in which the actor or actress 
acquits himself or herself to the delight of the 
audience. 

I am sorry to have to speak in such terms 
of the propositions of G. R. Langley, as I do 
not for a moment doubt but that he relies 
upon their presumed efficacy; still, at the 
same time, as I thoroughly believe his letter 
to contain the superfluities and incongruities 
I have pointed out, I consider it nothing but 
right to dispute them.—I am, &c., 


B. W. W. 





THEATRICALS IN AUSTRALIA. 


We have received accounts from Melbourne 
to the 17th December. Theatricals were 
somewhat dull, owing in a great measure to 
the preparations for the holiday entertain- 
ments at Christmas. Mr, and Mrs. Clarance 
Holt had been playing a round of characters 
at the Theatre Royal with great success. 
Among the most recent pieces in which they 
have appeared we may mention ‘ The Lady 
of Lyons,” “Black-eyed Susan,” “Ingomar,” 
“Belphegor,” “ William Tell,” ‘“ Ambition,” 
and the “ Battle of the Heart.” In the ballet 
department at the same house Mons, Schmidt 
and Mdlle. Therese have been warmly re- 
ceived. The operatic season at the Princess’s 
had been brought to an abrupt termination, 
Miss Emma Stanley was to have succeeded ; 
but, in consequence of the very serious illness 
of that lady, the house closed until Boxing 
Day, when it would be opened by Mr. 
J. K. Greville with a new company, in- 
cluding the Misses Nelson. With regard 
to the indisposition of Miss Stanley, the 
Melbourne Herald observes :—“‘ We are 
happy to learn she has in a great measure 
recovered ;” and, in reference to her eareer 
in Australia, it is gratifying to read in the 
Melbourne Age that “her suecess has been 
most triumphant.” 





Lapiks’ bonnets now-a-days are bare-faced false- 
oods. 
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MIDDLESEX MUSIC HALL, DRURY LANE. 


In the course of our perambulations about 
the West End, we noticed the above place 
of amusement, and in we went, and to our 
very great surprise were ushered into the 
prettiest little theatre we ever saw. It is 
fitted up in a very tasteful style as regards the 
embellishments, having a very handsome 
chandelier in the centre and one on each side. 
There is a good-sized pit, and a gallery all 
round, which is comfortably fitted up with 
seats and backs to them, This part is called 
the upper part of the hall or boxes. The 
entertainments consist of singing, dancing, 
and one-act farces. ‘The talent engaged here 
is really of a superior cast. A Madame Elese 
- is a singer of great ability, being in possession 
of a clear, flexible, soprano voice, which she 
uses with much ability. A Mr. Plumpton, 
who we remember a few years ago as a con- 
cert singer of note, and who has made a 
great impression in the country, is engaged 
here. He has a fine mellow tenor voice, 
pure and clear. His singing is marked by 
great feeling and expression, and he gives a 
faithful picture of the subject he undertakes, 
His “ Death of Nelson” is a masterpiece of 
the science, 


We have never heard it sung 
with so much pathos and vigour since the 


time of poor Braham. A scene from “ Tro- 
vatore” was beautifully rendered. The simple 
but pathetic ballad of ‘‘Poor Dog Tray” 
made a great impression on the audience. It 
is our intention to hear this gentleman again. 
Mr. Symns, is a comic singer of much origi- 
nality. His songs are very different from 
the generality of those of the present day, 
and they are devoid of vulgarism. There are 
some other singers, whose names we are un- 
acquainted with, The four Misses Giffords 
are very clever in the vaudevilles, Their 
singing, dancing, and assumption of various 
characters is well worthy of notice, and should 
be seen to be appreciated. Mr. Fox, the 
manager, contributes occasionally in the comic 
singing, and is a favourite with the audience, 
and when he uses his baton the best order 
prevails. ‘The audience was respectable, and 
a very pleasant evening may be spent at the 
Middlesex Music Hall. We ought to state 
that the refreshments are decidedly of a good 
quality, and the persons in attendance agree- 
able and very obliging. 





Wuat is the difference between a fisherman and 
a truant schoolboy ?—The one baits his hook and 
the other hates his book. 


—— =— - 


THE ECLECTIC HALL. 


The Arcadian Dramatic Society gave a 
| night’s entertainment here on Tuesday week 
| for the benefit of Mr. Testar, a musician. 
| There were no less than four pieces played, 
besides songs and dancing. We think this too 
much of a good thing for one night. The 
“ Return of the Wanderer” was the first 
piece, which went off smoothly. Mr. Burton, 
as the old man Vere,: was very good, and 
went through the character ably. Messrs. 
Kingsford and Emmerton were attentive, and 
did ample justice to that which was set down 
for them. The comic parts were committed 
to Messrs. A. Murray and H. Lonsdale, who 
rendered the characters of Nightingale and 
Chirrup very amusing, particularly the latter, 
who makes up a good comic phiz. Mr. H. 
Sinclair, as Jacob Thorne, did ample justice 
to the part, and appeared to feel what he 
said. Miss Grantley went through the part 
of Jessy Vere very creditably, and was well 
up in the text; and Miss Elliston supported 
her in a praiseworthy manner. The farce of 
“‘Mother and Child are doing Well” was a 
failure ; for no one knew a line of it except 
Mr. Wilmot and Mr. A. Murray. The 
melodrama of the “Gipsy Farmer” was 
better done. The character of Innocent Joe 
was capitally rendered by Mr. G. Kinnaird, 
who was very amusing, and whose ability as 
a comedian will soon make him a favourite. 
Alfred and Jack, two sailors, by Messrs. 
Williams and Murray, were also worthy of 
our praiseworthy acknowledgments, ‘Ihe 
other characters were done justice to by 
Messrs, Emmerton, Fisher, Perkins, Wilmot, 
Walton, and Merton. The ladies (Mesdames 
Phillips, Grantley, and Elliston,) rendered 
their characters interesting, and the audience 
applauded them bountifully at the conclusion. 
There were three new scenes introduced in 
the course of the evening, very cleverly 
painted by Mr. Snelling, who is a clever 
artist. ‘This pretty little theatre is very well 
suited for amateur performances, and the capa- 
bilities of the dressing-rooms and other requi- 
sites are made the most of by the proprietor, 
Mr. Flexman, and his good lady, who are 
very obliging. 





Tue Arabians have a saying—“ It is not good to 
jest with God, death, or the devil: for the first 
neither can nor will be mocked ; the second mocks 
all men one time or another; and the third 
puts an eternal sarcasm on those who are too 
familiar with him. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





E. Witiis.— We have not room this week. 

Woopnouse.—Astley’s ‘Theatre was burnt down in 
the year 1841. 

C. N. W.—The M.S. has been received, and shall 
have a place the first opportunity. 

Tom.— You had better keep to comedy. There is 
nothing in your features to convey the miserables. 
C. Epmonps.—We shall at any time feel a pleasure 
to attend the performances under your proposals. 

J. J.—The subject has occupied our attention before, 
but upon a fair trial did not answer. The audience 

give the preference to a regular house bill. 





THE 
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THE DRAMATIC COLLEGE AND 
THE EQUESTRIANS. 
By B. W. W. 


We have all along been much gratified in 
having been enabled conscientiously to agree 
with the proceedings of the Provisional Com- 
mittee of the Dramatic College ; nor are we 
about to question their validity now. 

The Weekly Dispatch has recently ques- 
tioned whether the poor country actor and 
actress will participate much in the benefits of 
the Dramatic College. We will say nothing 
on this point ourselves for the present, inas- 
much as it is indefinite and but speculative. 
We will, however, be bold to speak out on 
one point, and that is the fact, which has 
doubtless become pretty generally promul- 
gated, that the professors of the equestrian 
art will not for certain participate in the 
benefits of the College. 

It appears that at a recent meeting of the 
Executive Committee the question was de- 
finitely put by a party of gentlemen, headed 
by Mr. William Cooke and Mr. William 
Batty, when everything passed off fairly to 
the satisfaction of those gentlemen, and it was 
arranged that the matter should be finally 
settled by the Provisional Committee, which 
it appears Mr. William Cooke, Mr. William 
Batty, and the rest of the gentlemen attended 
at the monthly meeting, and were treated in 
a manner so unceremonious and Spartan that 
they felt it consistent with their honour and 
their character, as the representatives of an 
important professional community, to abruptly 
bring the interview to a close. We do not 
pretend to dispute the right of the Provisional 


| Committee to negative the application of 
Messrs. Cooke and Batty, so far as principle 
and routine are concerned ; because eques- 
trians may be considered by them as not 
strictly actors, and that they have, properly 
speaking, no more claim to the benefits of the 
College than musicians, vocalists, or acrobats, 
We think, however, that the equestrians have 
shown a kindly feeling towards the strict pro- 
fessor of histrionics in no small degree, and 
we need offer no better example of this fact 
than by simply mentioning that most excellent 
institution the Dramatic, Equestrian, and 
Musical Sick Fund Association. Here the 
actor, the vocalist, the musician, and the 
equestrian are associated in one concord of 
pure brotherly love. This society, too, works 
most harmoniously, and it has been brought 
to that condition as much, and more so, by 
the indefatigable endeavours of a member of 
an equestrian company (Mr. J. W. Anson), 
than by any representative of histrionics, if 
we except the most worthy mention of Mr. 
Benjamin Webster. When this is taken into 
liberal consideration, we do not think that 
there is half-a-dozen sensible actors and liege 
subjects throughout the dominions of our 
glorious Queen who would be disposed to ex- 
clude the equestrian from participation in the 
benefits of the Dramatic College. Besides, 
we very much question whether it is a matter 
for the Provisional Committee or the Execu- 
tive Committee either to decide. If there be 
any doubt, one way or the other, upon the 
subject, we imagine that a general meeting of 
the subscribers and the passing of a resolu- 
tion would speedily decide the point in ques- 
tion. Why should this not be had recourse 
to, particularly as it appears to us to be the 
only legitimate way either for rags gr | or 
excluding the members of that art of which 
Mr. William Cooke is so distinguished a mem- 
ber and so bright an ornament. We are 
confident that the result of such a meeting 
could not be otherwise than in favour of the 
equestrian. Another fact which speaks still 
more in favour of our argument and the plea 
of Messrs. Cooke and Batty is, that the 
equestrian is not now so strictly confined to 
his own calling as formerly. He is now very 
often as much an actor as the professor of the 
art of Thespis (who, by the by, was an 
equestrian, for are we not told that he gave 
vent to his histrionic powers in a waggon 
which perambulated the soil of Athens ?) and 
he has been rendered so by the exquisite abi- 





lities of that very gentleman who was so 
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gruflly treated by the Provisional Committee, | 
Mr. William Cooke. By his superior aid | 
we have witnessed the representation of not | 
only Richard himself, but of White Surrey, | 
whom the immortal Bard has mentioned in 
his tragedy, and whereby we have not only 
witnessed the crook-backed tyrant succumb 
to the dust of Bosworth Field, but hts noble 
steed also, and this to perfection. We need 
not refer to any of the other triumphs which 
Mr. William Cooke has consummated in this 
respect, nor to his introduction of equestrian 
performances in opera; they are patent to 
every one of his numerous admirers. 

The fact should not be overlooked that 
Mr. J. W. Anson (who we must, of course, 
count acomedian, but who is nevertheless a 
member of Mr. Cooke’s company, and there- 
fore closely allied to equestrianism) gave a 
donation of ten guineas, and became an an- 
nual subscriber of one guinea at the very 
commencement of the proceedings for the 
institution of the Dramatic College ; and that 
Mr. William Cooke and Mr. William Batty 
are prepared to hand over liberal subscriptions 
to the representatives of the College in the 
event of their class being admitted to partici- 
pation in its benefits. 


We unhesitatingly say that the equestrians, 
as a body of highly-talented ladies and gentle- 
men, should not be excluded ; and that if they 
are such a proceeding cannot fail to bring 
down the discredit and the disfavour of the 


public. Let the right course be taken; and 
we urge upon Mr. Webster, the President of 
the College, whose philanthropic spirit is not 
to be doubted in the merest atom, the neces- 





sity of pursuing what appears to us to be 
the right and impartial course—viz., the as- 
sembling of the subscribers to the College 
at a general meeting, when the question could 
be put to the vote; and we have not the least 
doubt or fear a resolution would be unani- 
mously passed that the equestrians should 
become fairly entitled to claim the Dramatic 
College as their institution in common with the 
actors. They are deserving the privilege in 
every sense of the word as a talented and 
hard-working body of caterers for the public 
amusement. The result of such a resolution 
would be an instant and a free list of dona- 
tions from every equestrian of reputation in 
the country. 


Prosperity’s the very bond of love, 
| Whose fresh complexion, and whose heart together 
Affliction alters. 





In the establishment of the Dramatic, 


Equestrian, and Musical Sick Fund Asso- 
ciation, neither jealousy nor partiality was 
shown, but all were freely invited (by the 
equestrians, let it be remembered) to join and 
share its fortunes and its benefits. Let it be 
so, then, with the actors with the Dramatie 
College. 
Virtue is bold, and goodness never fearful. 

Let it be recollected that a determination 
in favour of the equestrians will be the signal 
for liberal donations from Mr. W. Cooke and 
and Mr. Batty, and from every true lover of 
their art, ‘ To be or not to be,” then; “ that 
is the question.” 





ECLECTIC HALL. 
To the Editor of Tue Tugarricat Journat. 

S1r,—You reported the entertainment of 
the Polyhymnian Society of Feb. 3rd; I beg 
you to say a word in favour of the excellent 
people, the goog of the Eclectic Hall, 
for their careful and excellent management. 
Although the arrangement was made with 
them only two days before the performance, 
yet the accommodation was in every way 
more than we could have expected from so 
short a notice. Not only are our thanks due 
to Mr. Snelling, the manager, for his care in 
the stage arrangements, scenery, properties, 
&c., but also to Mrs. Flexman for her kind- 
ness and attention to usall. The dressing 
rooms were extremely comfortable, clean, and 
warm ; and, in short, everything seemed to be 
in the greatest order, and no trouble what- 
ever to get anything that was required. If, 
therefore, anything went amiss with regard to 
the performance, it was in no way connected 
with the proprietors of the hall, or any 
persons they may have employed ; and that 
the dresses supplied by Mr. Harrison gave 
reat satisfaction. We are also greatly in- 
debted to you, sir, for your kindness in at- 
tending the entertainment at so short a notice. 
Trusting you will not think it a liberty I 

have taken in troubling you with this, 

IT am, &c., 
Ernest Sippons. 





Mr. Dacre Ba.pig.—We are glad to observe 
that this eminent tragedian, who has earnt a large 
reputation by his great histrionic abilities at the 
Theatres Royal, Dublin, Norwich, &c., has been 
engaged by Mr. Mowbray for the Soho Theatre. 
The engagement of this gentleman shows that Mr. 
Mowbray has every desire to raise the Soho 
Theatre equal in reputation with any of the minor 
theatres of the metropolis. We understand Mr. 
Dacre Baldie will make his appearance very 
shortly. We wish him every success. 
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SOHO THEATRE. 

On Wednesday last there was an augmen- 
tation of the entertainments at this house, the 
occasion being for the benefit of Mr. Beckett, 
the inventor of the Harlequinade of the 
Soho Pantomime, and his talented son, Mr. 


George Beckett, the inimitable Clown. The | 


performances consisted of the drama of “ Will 
Watch,” various other entertainments, and 
Mr. Mowbray’s highly-successful pantomime 
of “Harlequin and Master Walter.” A 
raging toothache very unfortunately prevent- 
ed us making our appearance at the theatre 
until after the conclusion of the drama; we 
are therefore unable to speak of it. A gen- 
tleman sung “The Cork Leg,” and acquitted 
himself in a very humorous manner. ‘The 
pantomime was, of course, the chief feature, 
and had several important additions made to 
it suitable to the occasion. A double set of 
So also appeared ; we are sorry, 

owever, we cannot give the second set like 
credit with the company cf the establishment, 
if we very honourably exclude from this re- 
mark the gentleman who personated the 
second Sprite. Amongst the extra features 
were “ Hot Codlings,” capitally sung by Mr. 


George Beckett ; a sailor’s hornpipe, quite 
originally executed also by this gentleman ; 
“Tippitiwitchet,” very tolerably sung by the 
second Clown, Mr. Elliot; and a very bad 
attempt made by the same gentleman at 


“The Life of a Clown.” We think, how- 
ever, if this gentleman had met with a little 
more generosity than he did from a portion of 
the audience, he might have redeemed their 
favour, although he possessed no very par- 
ticular points of merit. One new feature 
deserving of particular remark was a double 
hornpipe by Miss Ellar and Miss Beckett, 
in costume, most cleverly done, and called 
forth raptures of applause from all parts of the 
house. The sar om portion was enjoyed 
with immense gusto. The house was 
crowded in every part. 

We are perfectly justified in saying that 
the pantomimists (Messrs. Beckett, Mat- 
thews, Clark, Douglas, and Miss Westland) 
have acquitted themselves all along in so cle- 
ver and such a thoroughly satisfactory manner, 
that they have left nothing that could be 
wished for. ‘To Mr. Harry Matthews we 
must not omit to pay the well-deserved com- 
pliment that his Harlequin has been second 
only to the very best representatives of that 
pantomime that we have witnessed during the 
season. We also feel it to be an act of fair- 


| ness, in this our concluding notice of “ Har- 
| lequin and Master Walter,” to offer a well- 
|merited eulogium to Mr. Mowbray as the 
author of the clever and witty burlesque to 
| Mr. Beckett, senior, as the inventor of the 
| comic business, capital throughout ; also to 
Miss Helen Love, Mr. Shirley, Mr. Lloyd 
| Thorpe, and Miss Julia Norton (the latter 
lady and gentleman for their exquisite vocal 
powers, independent of their very clever and 
humorous acting in their especial parts) ; 
likewise Miss Clara Nichol and Miss Per- 
cival for the pleasing gratification which, by 
their united powers, they have afforded the 
denizens of Soho by their memorable Christ- 
mas catering. 
B. W. W. 





LiverPooL.—THEATRE Royat.—Chas. Mathews 
and his transatlantic rib afford fine pickings for 
lovers of vaudeville attraction. They seemed to 
have been moulded and welded together in admir- 
able reciprocity, and are as brilliant as ever in 
their versatile line. They are drawing capital 
houses. Throughout the week they will essay a 
“yun” of their favourite pieces, which, no doubt, 
will again summon their numerous votaries. 

Roya. AMPHITHEATRE.—After a most successful 
musical campaign of eight weeks, Elliott Galer’s 
musicel corps terminated their engagement on 
Saturday last with Lutz’s new opera of “ Zaida.” 
The piot is ingenious and truthful ; the scenery 
and accessories gorgeous. Altogether, it is a 
triumph reflecting the warmest approbation on 
the author, manager, the artists, and vocalists. 
Our love and admiration of the Opera Company 
goes lamenting with their departure ; but when- 
ever they revisit those scenes of their triumph 
they will be, as they were on Saturday night, joy- 
fully received. The audience was in ecstacies with 
them. We can fully ensure a hearty welcome for 
Miss Fanny Reeves, Galer, Borrani, Corri, and 
Lyall from the Sheffield blades, who will not “ cut” 
their merits. On Monday the towering and 
aspiring, but rum comedian, Sir William Don, and 
his lady appeared. In our next telegram we shall 
be better able to exercise an opinion as to his 
progressive or retrograde gigantic aspirations as 
a spirit of Momus. 

Royat Apgveut THEATRE.—Though last in the 
current notes of our synopsis of theatrical items, 
not the least. The house is nightly like a flowing 
bowl, running over. The exquisite taste that is 
manifested in the production of new pieces—the 
brilliant costumes, the captivating scenery, the 
artistic and sleight of hand effect that is developed 
in their production—shows that the right men are 
in the right place. Monday and Tuesday, the 
** Green Hills of the Far West” was produced, 
the witnessing of which will not only edify but 
save the cost of exploring the realities of life in 
the new world. It is supplemented with the ever 
pleasing pantomime of “Cinderella.” This even- 
ing, one of the most meritorious ladies of the 
“sock and buskin,” Mrs. Bickerstaff, appeals on 
behalf of her benefit. Ler card of admission will 
introduce you to “ King Charles IL,” “Mr. and 
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Mrs. White,” and “ Cinderella.” If this does not 
produce a bumper, we may exclaim, “ Throw 
pearls to the swine.” Stand not upon the order 
of the ceremony, but go at once. 





“THE SEA FIGHT.” 
A new song by H. Phillips, commencing— 
** Who ever saw a noble sight ?”” 


We remember to have heard this song in a 
lecture given by the composer some years 
ago, and feel surprised that it is now only 
first published. Its excellence of air, words, 
and arrangement are truly dramatic, and will 
be sung by all who have a taste for a good 
song. Mr. Purday, of Holborn, the pub- 
lisher, deserves a vote of thanks for giving it 
to the public. 


Cheatrical Gossip, 


Mr. Puetrs and the elite of his company of the 
Sadler’s Wells Theatre proceed, at the close of 
the season after Easter, to Vienna and Berlin, 
where they have made arrangements for giving a 
series of English performances. 

Mr. anp Mrs. Barney WILLIAMs.—The engage- 
ment of these popular artistes has been extended 
for six nights longer at Drury Lane Theatre. 
They open at the Lyceum on Monday, the 28th 
inst., in a new drama. 

Royat EncuisH Opgera.—A new opera, by an 
American composer, founded on Washington Ir- 
ving’s “Rip Van Winkle,” is in preparation, and 
will be produced before the Pyne and Harrison 
— terminate their season in their present 

le. 





Inpisposition oF Miss Louisa Pyng.—In con- 
sequence of the sudden indisposition of Miss 
Louisa Pyne, she was unable to appear, on Fri- 
day and Saturday evenings, in the opera of “ Sa- 
tanella.” The opera of “ Fra Diavolo” was per- 
formed on Friday and “ Maritana” on Saturday; 
Miss Rebecca Isaacs, as Maritana, was well re- 
ceived ; and the principal songs in this favourite 
opera were encored. 

Mapame Boteno, the Queen of: Columbines, 
whose well-sustained and almost exhausting exer- 
tions in the great Drury Lane Pantomime have 
delighted so many thousands of visitors to that 
theatre since Christmas, takes her benefit there 
on Wednesday evening next, with Mr. and Mrs. 
Barney Williams in two pieces, and herself and 
all the whole troupe in the pantomime. 

SapLER’s Wetis.—The benefit of Mr. Austin, 
boxkeeper at Sadler’s Wells Theatre, is appointed 
to take place on Wednesday, March 2, when it is 
hoped his numerous friends will practically ex- 
press their sense of his kindness and ceurtesy 
by filling the house to overflowing. A Shak- 
spearian play, in which Mr. Phelps will perform, 
with other attractive entertainments, will be pre- 
sented on the occasion. 


We learn from Cincinatti that Mr. Roberts, the 
tragedian, who some time since performed at the 
Lyceum Theatre, had made his first appearance at 


Wood’s Theatre on the 3rd January as Richard 
the Third. 





VALENTINE DAY. 


’Tis seventy-one years on this day, 
I oft have heard your mother say— 
The day quite cheerful, sun did shine— 
When you were born, her Valentine ! 
Yet here in health you still appear, 
With ruddy eheeks, but whitened hair: 
Long may you live to be in health— 
They say ’tis better far than wealth. 
Throughout your life I wish you joy, 
Free from all cares, and no alloy. 

Feb. 14, 1859. 





To Theatrical Amateurs. 


Me J. T. HONE begs respectfully to inform 
Amateurs the “Junior United Dramatic Society ” 
and the “ Printers’ Dramatic Society” will combine 
one Club; therefore it will in future be termed the 
“ Printers’ Dramatic Society,” and will be held at 
Mr. Sibley’s, Rose and Crown, Crown-street, Soho. 
Any lady or gentleman desirous of joining can do so. 
Terms Is. per week. No entrance fee required, The 
first performance to take place at a_ professional 
Theatre; the profits thereof to be equally divided 
amongst the members of the Club. For particulars 
apply at the above place any meeting night; or to 
Hone, 28, Marlborough-street, Regent- 
street, any Wednesday evening from 6 till 9 o’clock. 
All letters to be addressed as above. 

Stage Manager—Mr. C. J. Donovan, of the Printers’ 
Dramatic Society. 

Acting Manager and Secretary—Mr. J. T. Hone, of 
the Junior United Dramatic Society. 

Treasurer—Mr. W. = 

Meeting nights every Friday evening at 8 o’clock. “ 

N.B.—A few parts open in “ Belphegor,” last act of 
“ Richard the Third,” and “Time Tries All.” To 
be played at the Eclectic Hall. Cast to be seen by 
applying to Mr. J. T. Hone, 28, Marlberough-street, 
: paaiet to-morrow (Thursday evening), from 

o’cloc 


To Theatrical Amateurs. 


CLECTIC HALL, 18, Denmark-street, Soho. 
Mr. J. T. Hone’s Grand (private) Amateur Per- 
formance will take place at the above Hall. Pieces to 
be played—* Belphegor ;” last act of “ Richard the 
Third ;” and “Time Tries All.” Parties desirous of 
taking part in the above are requested to attend to- 
morrow (Thursday) evening, at W. Sibley’s, Rose and 
Crown, Crown-street, Soho, at 8 o’clock. Proprietor, 
Mr. Flexman. 


Health for all Mankind. 


T= greatest benefactors of mankind are those who 

devote their time and study to the alleviation of 
distress; who extract from Nature her choicest gifts, 
and by scientific application of them renew the wast- 
ing energies of humanity. Such was old Dr. Jacob 
Townsend, of America, one of the Howards of medi- 
cine, who sought out suffering that he might relieve 
the sufferer; and whose preparations of Sarsaparilla 
| for all diseases arising from a vitiated state of the 
| vital fluid, after standing the test of more than half 
| acentury, are now appreciated as the perfection of 
| medical skill. American Company’s Warehouse, 248, 


r J. T. 











| Strand, London; every bottle and box bearing the 
' signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., Proprietors, to 


imitate which is felony. ware of imitati ns. 
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, High Holborn 
(Formerly the Casino de Venise). 


i Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 
for the originality, combined with the elegance 
and beauty of its decorations and the perfection of 
its management, is now open for the season. Selec- 
tions from “Les Huguenots,” “Lucia di Lammer- 
moor,” “Il Trovatore,” &c., are performed nightly 
by the celebrated Orchestra under the direction of 
Mr. W. M, Packer. The new quadrille from Flotow’s 
opera of “Martha” is introduced every evening, as 
also are some of the following novelties :—Quadrilles 
and Valses from Verdi’s Opera of “ Luisa Miller,” 
the Royal Lancers, Kcenig’s last Valse, the First 
Kiss Polka, the Paulina Schottishe, Regal Caledo- 
nians, the Antelope Galop, &c. Doors open at half- 
past 8, and close at 12 punctually. Admission 1s, 





MADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, 
Bazaar, Baker Street. 
EW ADDITIONS.—The COUNT DE MON- 
TALEMBERT, from a Photograph by Maul 
and Polyblank ; the King and Queen of Greece, the 
King and Queen of Hanover; the Kings of England, 
from Richard the Third to Queen Victoria.— Admis- 
sion, ls.; extra room, 6d. Open from eleven till 
dusk, and from seven till ten. 

The Times, of April 14th, states:—“In no other 
place in Europe are so many toaching and important 
memorials of the great Emperor to be found; even 
for a national collection, our gallant allies night be 

roud to possess the relics which are here preserved. 
etiee Tussaud’s exhibition is without a rival, 
either here or on the Continent. All who have 
attempted competition have proved but so many 
foils to set up the superior attractions of her admir- 
able collection of les hommes celebres.” 





To Theatrical Amateurs. 


CENERY, Costumes, and every Requisite can be 

obtained at Harrison’s Theatrical Warehouse, 

31, Bow-street, W.C., opposite the Royal Italian 

Opera, Covent-garden. The Drawing-room Theatres, 

that can be fitted up in any sized room, without in- 

jury to the apartment, with Gas-fittings, Scenery, 
Costumes, &c., Let on reasonable terms. 


Copy the Address—Harrison, 31, Bow-street. 


HIGHBURY BARN. 

Mis AND DANCING every Evening; from 
Eight to half-past Eleven o’clock. A Band of 
Thirty. Admittance, Is.; on Sundays, S| Refresh- 
ment Ticket, 6d. Table d’Héte every Sunday at 
Five o’clock, 2s, each. Subscription Ball en March 16, 
Stewards of Public Festivals are requested to make 

early application for the Rooms. 





The Fatality of Disease.—Holloway’s Pills. 


is distressing to look around us and see the num- 

bers that are hourly carried off to premature 
graves, simply through not trying to avert disease 
and its fatal consequences. In the majority of cases 
this is caused by the impure state of the blood, which 
disseminates through the system the seeds of disease, 
A course of Holloway’s Pills would prevent this. 
They expel from the secretory organs and the circu- 
lation the morbid matter which produces inflamma- 
tion, pain, fever, and physical decay ; thus annihilat- 
ing the virulence of the most painful and devastating 
disease, and prolonging to old age the power of inde- 
dendent exertion, wanting which we forfeit the birth-. 
right of our race. 





A Secret worth Knowing. 


R. G. PORTER, Photographic Artist, of 222, 
Pentonville-road, is now taking splendid Like- 
nesses in a Brooch, complete for 5s.; or in a shut-up 
case for 1s.6d. Established 10 years. No connexion 
with any other establishment. Be sure and ask for 
Porter’s ; and don’t be led away by any one telling 
you “this is the same concern,” and such like; for 
our address is only at 222, Pentonville-road. Hours 
of attendance from 9 till dusk. 





Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen i 0 in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment of every necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit ; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 


Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 





To the Dramatic Profession. 


C W. OOMBES, 38, Bow-street, Covent- 
e ° garden, Costumier to the Royal 
Italian Opera, begs to inform Gentlemen in the Pro- 
fession that he can upon the shortest notice supply 
them with every description of Dress, made of the 
very best materials and workmanship, at the lowest 
price possible. Country managers supplied on the 
shortest notice. 


The Second Eclectic Dramatic Society. 


A" Lady or Gentlemen wishing to make the 

Stage their profession, or for pleasure, will find 
this Society worthy of notice. The members meet 
every Friday evening, at eight. Performance once a 
month; every member will propose a play, and take 
any character they choose in their turn, and will be 
allowed six tickets for each performance. Subscrip- 
tion ls, 6d. per week, including stage dresses. The 
hall to let for Amateur Performances, Balls, Con- 
certs, Tea Parties, &c., on reasonable terms. 18, 
Denmark-street, Crown-street, Soho. Manager and 
Scenic Artist, Mr. R. Snelling; Proprietor, James 
Flexman. Mr.Harrison, Costumier to the Theatre, 
31, Bow-street. 
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